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—— Res antique laudis et artis 
Ingredior, fanétos aufas recludere ‘fontes, 


VIRG. 






ae) U R Club met a few Nights fince at the 
WYO Devil Tavern, when the Converfation 
tas giy principally turned upon Topics of Litera- 
Sy PeVvAA ture, and particularly dramatic Poetry. 
Danes . 

_ We Many of our beft modern Tragedies were 
) wy, * examined, and I obferved it was frequent- 

. Yer Ss Of pS on 
oes) Oe 


Oger. ly faid of Pieces confeffedly inartifici- 
al in t Fable, unforcible in Sentiment, and deftitute of Chas 
raéter, that they contained avery fine Vein of Poetry. Not 
perceiving any Propriety in the Expreffion, J have fince formed 
a Plan for'a few Papers on this Subject, and fhall this Day 
prefent my Readers’ with one; which I think may ferve as 


an Opening to the Defign. 
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In order to decide upon the Excellence or Imperfeétion 
of any Art, it is neceflary to know the original Intent and 
Aim of that Art, and alfo the feveral Means by which it 
accomplifhes its Defigns. The better to inveftigate this with 
regard to any Branch of Literature, it will be expedient to trace 
ali Manner of Compofition to its Source, to obferve from what 
jecret Springs it has taken its Rife, and thence to purfue 
the feveral Rivulets which have ftreamed from it. This 
has been done with great Perfpicuity and Elegance by the ingeni- 
ous Author of the Effays on the Characteriftics, who has very 
suttly determined the three primary Branches of Compofition to 
to be, Poetry, Eloquence, and Argument. Having fhown the Ori- 
gin of them, and having obferved that a juft Coalition of ail 
three forms the confummate Beauty of all Kinds of Wri- 
ting, headds, %* af sould be perbaps both a new and pleafing Spe- 
‘s culation to point cut the Writers in their feveral Kinds, who have 
“© been moft remarkably excellent, or defediive with Regard to the 
‘© suff Union of thee three Species of Compofition. At prefent it 
‘* muft fuffice to bave hinted fuch a Criticifm, which the Reader 
* may eafily profecute.”” J will add, that fuch a Criticifm 
might greatly conduce to the Refinement of Tafte among 
our modern Critics; it might diftinguifh the refpective Gra- 
ces of all Kinds cf Writing, and furnifh the Criterions by 
which to judge of the proper Beauties of each different Spe- 
cies. I am aware of the Difadvantage of attempting this af- 
ter fo able a Genius, as has given the Hint; but the loofe 
Form of periodical Effays does not require, nor indeed ad- 
mit, fuch high Finifhing; and therefore I fhall offer a few 
curfory Reflections on this Subject without further Apology, 
and in Order to proceed with the greater Perfpicuity fhall 
attempt, in a curfory Review, a fhort Account of the Rife 
of the three Species of Writing already mentioned. 

Maw being a fociable Creature, it was neceffary that cer- 
tain Signs univerfally agreed upon fhould be ufed for the recipro- 
cal Conveyance of thofe Ideas, which were originally impreffed 
upon the Mind through the Avenues of the Senfes, and were 
afterwards varioufly combined into different Affociations by the 
Imagination. Sounds, which we call Words, were the quick- 
eft Vehicles of our Thoughts, and therefore grew into gene- 
ral Ufe. According as our Stock of Ideas enlarged irfelf, 
the Demand tor Words became more extenfive, and as Soci- 
eties were framed, and the People afiembled by civil Policy, 
Intercourfe begot further Acquifitions, and thus, Language 


was daily enlarged. But it being impoffible that every di- 
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tin&t Idea fhould be expreffed by a Term appropriated to it, 
the Mind naturally had Recourfe to the Faculty of Reafon 


which compares, diftinguifhes, and feparates the Ideas which 
the Senfes and the Imagination have conveyed to its Obfer- 
vation. By thefe Means a Similitude was difcovered be- 
tween fundry various Images, and thence it followed that 
Things were exprefled by borrowed Names, on Account of 
a Refemblance exifting between them. The Term thus tranf- 
ferred was called a Aéetapbor, and, as it happens in the com- 
mercial Intercourfe of Mankind, what was et firft introduced 
out of Neceffity, became, in Procefs of Time, an abfolute 
Luxury. This the Poets foon perceived, and as it was their 


Bufinefs to lead uncultivated Multitudes from their Huts and 


Dens, by feizing their Imaginations with their Songs and 
Ballads, the Metaphor foon appeared to them to be an effec- 
tual Means of painting Things in warmer Colours to the 
Fancy, which is ever greatly delighted when any new and un- 
forefeen Affemblage is offered to its View. Vhe Epithet which 
denotes the Qualities inherent in all Objects, lent its auxili- 
ary Aid, and Poetry, with thefe adventitious Ornaments be- 
came the Delight of Mankind. 

But the Matter did not reft here; as Cities were multi- 
plied, and as States enlarged themfelves, artificial Piffions 
began to operate; Ambition then began to grafp at Power 
and Pre-eminence, and Exvy, Fealou/y, Revergeand Malice fowed 
the Seeds of Difcord, and mutual Diftruft among the People. 
Party Divifions, when a Contention arifes, will naturally be 
formed ; this happened in the Infancy of Things , and thus while 
they were diftracted with inteftine Commotions, the adjacent 
States, defirous of extending their PoffeMfions, made Inroads upon 
them. In thefe Emergencies there was not Time for the meafured 
Writer to produce his poctic Compofition ; an immediate Ad- 
drefs was requifite to influence the Paffions of the Multitude, 
and therefore Men of Genius, came forth, and deftitute of Num- 
ber, addreffied the People in humbie Profe. But here, ftill 
the Attention was to be fixed, and therefore they could not 
diveft themfelves of all the Properties of Poetry, but conti- 
nued to addrets themfelves to the Imagination of their Audi- 
tors, and thus to influence their Paffions and perfwade them 
to their own Good. As the leaft Appearance of a Defign 


upon their Underftandings on thefe Occafions would totally — 


defeat itfelf, it thence refulted that all thofe ambitious Orna- 
ments, and all thofe gaudy Colourings, which Poctry fpreads 
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fo lavifhly on every Subject, were here introduced with a 
more fparing Hand, and the Imagination was only addreffed 
as it affords various Accefles tothe Paffions. In this Manner 
Elaquence deduced its Being, and was only a lefs luxuriant 
Kind of Poetry, which endeavoured to practife the Arts of 
Perfuafion, and to win ever the Paffions of the People to its 
own End and Ufe, 

In Proportion as Mankind became enlightened, as Arts and 
Manufactures encreafed, and as Science extended itlfelf, it was 
not enough that Poetry charmed with its graceful Combinations, 
and that E/oguence awakened and agitated the Paffions ; Rea/on 
began then to exert its Influence, to look for Utility and Truth 
in every Compofition. Reefon then declared that the Heart 
and the Fancy fhould not be the leading Principles of Action; 
it began to claim its Dues from every Writer, 2.d ftripping 
away the Luxuriances of lavifh Detfcription it began cooly and 
difpaffionately to confider every Thing that was otrered. Hence 
{prung the Didaétic, or the Arzumentative ; Den): bexes was ob- 
liged to proceed by fair Deductions, and as much as p Mible 
to conceal his Art from a People, who were fo polifhed 
that they would have defpifed thoie Arts of Perfuafion, which 
Tully practifed with Succefs upon Minds lefs artful and leds 
informed than.the Greeks. 

In this Manner, it appears to me, thefe three primary 
Branches of Compofition arofe in the World, each being 
plainly deducible from the very Principles of our Conftitution. 
For as the Imagination is the warmeft Faculty of the Soul, 
affording the moft lively Images to the Mind, Peetry, whofe 
principal Intent it is to pleafe, is particularly addrefled to 
this Power of Perception. Eloguerce, though more chafte and 
referved in its Embellifhments, {trikes chiefly at the Paflions 
and as they are then moft powerfully excited, when Fancy 
pictures ftrong Appearances of Good or Evil, Eloguence is 
obliged to have Recourfe to the Regions of Imagination, in 
Order to render its Colourings ftronger and more glowing; 
and further, as Reafon loves to compare its Ideas, and to 
form various Affirmations or Negations reiative to them, the 
Didaéic is principally confined to tiis Province. There are 
not in human Nature any other Inlets of Perception, or any 
other Faculties of Senfation to which the Art of a Writer could 
apply, and therefore the Imagination, the Paffions, and Rea- 
fon are juftly the three Springs of Compofition. But Men of 
Refinement and Reffection perceiving what a powerful Influ- 

ence any one of theie Branches of Writing has upon the Mind, 
have 
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have thence inferred, that the joint Force of all three united, 
muft carry the Power of Genius to ftill a greater Degree 
of Perfection, and, therefore, in whatever Way they were en 
gaged, they have made it their Bufinefs to make Excurfions in- 
to their Neighbours Territorics, and borrow thence feveral Im- 
provements to heighten their Productions. As for Inftance, in 
like Manner, as Eloguence has learned trom Poetry to warm and 
enliven the Imagination, Poetry has marked the Ilapfe of Elo- 
quence to the Pafiions, and has endeavoured to glide to the 
fleart through the fame Inlets; and both have alfo found it 
necefiary to recommend themfelves to Reafon, and have occa- 
fionally ftrengthened themfelves with Infertions of the Didaétic. 
The reafoning Faculty has, in its Turn, perceived, that a mere 
Train of Deductions would be too dry, and therefore it takes 
Occafion to adorn itfelf with the Flowers of Imagination, 
and, in fome Speculations, it even endeavours to awaken the 
Paffions. 


Hence then it appears, that a Concurrence of the primary 
Arts of Writing is requifite in all Works of Genius; but as 
there is fome Danger of running Riot, and making too fre- 
quent and unjuftifiable Progreffes into each others Territories, it 
was neceffary to fix the Boundaries of each Kind, and too de- 
termine how far any one of them may indulge itfelf in its Ap- 
proaches towards the others, in order to preferve the effen- 
tial Difference in every Compofition, to obferve the proper 
Qualities, and the juft Colourings of each; or as Horace has it, 


Diftinétas fervare vices operumque colores, 


TueERe are in Nature but few original Colours, and it is from 
fhe Meltings and foftenings of thefe into each other, that ail 
other Appearances to the Eye derive their Origin. It is the fame 
inWriting ; the feveral Species of it, which are now prattifed, are 
Modes of Poetry, Eloquence, and Argument differently blended. 
How far the Union is juft, fhall be occafionally examined in a 
few detached Fffays ; and by thefe Means we fhall fee the pecu- 
liar Merit of an Epic Poem, a Tragedy, a Comedy, a Satyr, or an 
Elegy ; we fhall be able to determine what is the proper Stile of 
Hiftory, of Letter-writing, and if the Time, for which this Pa- 
per is to continue, will permit it, the Refearch may be, perhaps 
carried into feveral fubordinate Branches of Writing. 


Z. 








20 THE GRAY’sINNJOURNAL. No. 4s. 
TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apartment, Auguit 2. 

Have received feveral Letters lately, which IT have been ftrongly im- 

portuned to infert in this Paper, but as I did not think proper to 
comply with the Requeft of thefe my Correfpondents. fome of them have 
wrote to me ina Stile fomewhat arroganr and angry, *¢ J don’t perceive 
that your own Productions are better, are you above receiving Affiftance ?” 
with many other Taunts of the fame Nature ; I therefore have refulved 
this Duy to give them a final! Anfwer, and their Compofitions fhall have, 
at leaft, the Honour of being mentioned in the Gray’s Zur Journal, 


My Correfpondent who writes in Defence of Elizabeth Canning is de- 
fired to faft upon Bread and Water for five and twenty Days, that he 
may not be quite fo fat-witted ; and if he complies with this, I promi(e 
to publifh his Letter with the additional Information, that it is the Work 
of a Writer who has not eat a Bit for five and twenty Days. 


A Correfpondent who figns himfelf At: Canninite, and who feems to 
be tolerably flimfy in his reafoning, is defired to apply to the In/pector to 
help him to make his Journal the beft and moft complete that comes out. 
It will alfo be a further Favour to the Author, who cannot fpare much 
‘Time at prefent, as he is totally engaged in anf{wering Lord Bolingbroke. 
Infelix Pucr, atque impar congreffus Achill. 


The Author of a Criticifm upon feveral Productions of the Prefs, who 
threatens me with many more, if this be approved, will do well to fend 
his Performances to the Monthly Review, his Stile being perfectly in the 
Manner of that judicious and elegant Produdtion. 


| The Verfes on the Britifh Herring Fifhery I think will do for the Ga- 


zetteer. 


' Having thus difmifled the more importunate of my Correfpondents, J 
hm to thank the Writer of a Letter figned Antiphaus, for the Hint he 
has given, which fhall be punctually obferved. 


Court of Cenforial Enquiry 1% Auguft. 
This Day Writs were iffued out of this Court for the apprehending 
and fecuring allor any of the Authors of the monthly Review, in or- 
der to bring them to the Bar of this Court, and oblige them to fhew Caufe 
why they have arrogated to themfelves the Power of deciding upon lite- 
rary Performances, to tell who they are and what they are, and by what 
Authority they have erected themfelves into Judges of literary Merit. 
« As. foon as this Caufe comes on, the Public fhall be duly acquainted 
with the Proceedings. 





Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 


former Numbers. 




















